
 

 

Health Advisory May 13, 2020 

Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome Potentially Associated with COVID-19 

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) Requests Reports of Pediatric Multi-System 

Inflammatory Syndrome Potentially Associated with COVID-19 (PMIS). Please note this is a 

rapidly developing situation and recommendations may change.  

Action Steps:  

Local health departments: Please forward to hospitals and clinics in your jurisdiction.  

Hospitals and clinics: Please distribute to pediatricians, infectious disease doctors, 

rheumatologists, cardiologists, infection preventionists, emergency department physicians, 

intensive care physicians. 

Summary  

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) is aware of reports in Europe and the United 

States, including Georgia, of PMIS potentially associated with COVID-19.  This syndrome has 

features which overlap with atypical Kawasaki disease and Toxic Shock Syndrome (TSS). 

Children present with persistent fever and have elevated inflammatory markers.  Additionally, 

abdominal symptoms and skin lesions may be present. Myocarditis and other cardiovascular 

changes may be seen. Some children have developed shock and required intensive care. The 

symptoms occur in the absence of other viral or bacterial infections and patients may have 

evidence of current or previous COVID-19 infection (respiratory viral detection via PCR or 

positive antibody test for SARS CoV-2).   

Actions Requested of Clinicians 

Clinicians should elicit any recent history of illness compatible with COVID-19 or close contact 

with individuals who are known to have COVID-19 infections in children presenting with 

symptoms that could be compatible with PIMS. DPH recommends pediatricians or primary care 

clinicians quickly refer suspected PMIS cases to inpatient specialty care.   

If clinicians suspect a case of PMIS meeting the below criteria: 

Less than 21 years old, with persistent fever (four or more days), and either incomplete 

Kawasaki disease, typical Kawasaki disease, and/or toxic shock syndrome-like presentation; 

And 

 No alternative etiology identified that explains the clinical presentation  
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Immediately call your local District Health Office or the DPH Acute Disease Epidemiology 

Section at 404-657-2588 during business hours Monday through Friday, or 1-866-PUB-HLTH 

after-hours on evenings and weekends. Please do not await SARS CoV-2 laboratory results 

before reporting.  

Additional resources 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2020-05/COVID-19-Paediatric-multisystem-

%20inflammatory%20syndrome-20200501.pdf   

https://www.health.ny.gov/press/releases/2020/docs/2020-05-

06_covid19_pediatric_inflammatory_syndrome.pdf    

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-pmis.pdf  
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